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â€œFranz Rosenzweigâ€™s The Start of Redemption is one of the few lasting books of our century,

a work whose originality transcends the disciplinary limits of philosophy and religion and which must

be read by anyone whose concern with the meaning of daily life is urgent and abiding.â€• â€”Maurice

Natanson, Yale University The Star of Redemption is widely recognized as a key document of

modern existential thought and a significant contribution to Jewish theology in the twentieth century.

An affirmation of what Rosenzweig called â€œthe new thinking,â€• the work ensconces common

sense in the place of abstract, conceptual philosophizing and posits the validity of the concrete,

individual human being over that of â€œhumanityâ€• in general. Fusing philosophy and theology, it

assigns both Judaism and Christianity distinct but equally important roles in the spiritual structure of

the world, and finds in both biblical religions approaches toward a comprehension of reality.
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This book was first translated into English by William W. Hallo and published by Holt, Rinehart and

Winston, Inc., in 1971. It was republished in 1985 by the University of Notre Dame Press, and is still

available directly from UNDP at [...] (It is not currently listed on .) In 2005 the Barbara E. Galli

translation appeared.The book as written in the original German is indeed a formidable work. This is

because Rosenzweig was able to assume a level of education in his post-World-War-One audience

that hardly survives today. He often does not name his sources directly, for example alluding to

Goethe's "Faust" throughout the book without citing it explicitly. The same goes for figures in the

history of philosophy and theology.Thus any translation is a daunting task, as the translator must



understand not just Rosenzweig himself, but the cultural tradition he constantly refers to. Add to this

that Rosenzweig was a true master of the German language, able to use all its resources and

refinements, and you have a job that would send most translators running for the exits.The Hallo

translation certainly has its faults, but I would maintain that it is still the best choice for anyone who

cannot read Rosenzweig in the original. I will give an example.
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